WHY LOVE MATTERS: VALUES IN GOVERNANCE

FOREWORD
By Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu
About 15 years ago, at the Peace Centre that I gave my name to, we organised a Colloquium
on Values-Based Leadership. Since then, I have been reflecting on values and governance and
have come to understand a bit more about the most desirable qualities in leaders. From Nelson
Mandela, for instance, I have learned that great leaders serve and lead for the sake of and on
behalf of people; from his Holiness the Dalai Lama, I have learned that great leaders personify
and exemplify by embodying and living the values they wish to instill in the community, in the
nation; from Aung San Suu Kyi, I have learned that great leaders inspire and they invite others to
share the spirit of magnanimity and purpose.
However, as South Africa continues celebrating its journey from apartheid into democracy, I
am also learning that great qualities and great leaders are not enough. The future of South Africa
lies in good governance. For most of us, good governance is about transparency, accountability,
respect for human rights, rule of law and democracy. However, the more I observe South
Africa’s processes, the more I realise that good governance is more than that. Good governance
is about a vision of what it means to be human, together.
In other words, good governance is to live out Ubuntu at a global scale. Ubuntu is a South
African word suggesting that humans cannot exist in isolation because we are bound together in
oneness. Ubuntu means that we can become who we truly are only through our relationship with
others and through others being themselves. We are interconnected. Ubuntu is the ultimate
philosophy of good governance. Without Ubuntu, without love and compassion, there will be no
human dignity – dignity as the result of our caring for one another which underlies other moral
pillars of our societies: respect, forgiveness, understanding and justice.
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At the moment, our world is threatened by terror, fear, hatred and division and equally
humanity is struggling to bring prosperity and well-being to all corners of our planet. The need
for a new narrative that restores love and compassion as our core values and humanness as our
way of being together has never been greater. Therefore, set in the context of such a global
urgency, this deeply insightful book not only points out the need for a new narrative for our
humanity, but in my view, it is itself part of the new narrative. In reading the collection of
articles, we are once again reassured that we are each made for goodness and that ordinary acts
of love and compassion speak to the extraordinary promise that every human life is of
inestimable value. As one reflects on the ideas put forward in the book, is it not more clear that
if such propositions are regarded as radical, it is a sorry commentary on all of us? And yet might
it be that the acceptance of these truths and bringing them to the centre of our lives is now
absolutely necessary for our very thriving – together?
Love Matters: Values in Governance, despite being provocative, speaks forcefully about the
emergent shift in human consciousness. These articles offer compelling exemplars illustrating
that Ubuntu is not just a philosophy, but a possible reality if it is embedded in the fundamental
considerations for a system of governance and leadership.
I commend the many thoughts, ideas and actions contained in this book. The wide range of
different but connected aspects of our lives addressed in the book, sustainability, spirituality,
community, health, well-being, economics, politics, peace and reconciliation, are helpful in
enriching our understanding of values in governance.
I hope that the ‘story’ being told in this book is heard, understood and acted upon.
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